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MANGE iz 2 general term which descripes a groupn of s<in dlseases caused by a
mice which lives on or under the skin. There are several Lypes ‘ol mange
commonliy encountered In dogs and cats. '

DEMODECTIC MANGE (Demodicesis, Red Mange, Fallicular Mange) 1s caused by a mite
called Demcdex canis and is present io very small numbers on most healthy degs.
In some dogs the mites multiply rapidly and invade the skin ir large aumbers
resultiag in hair loss aod redness of the skin. Demodectlc mange is beliaved to
be stress irnduced. It can svddeniy appear after injury, pregnancy, or illness.

Demcdectic mange 1s seen meostly in young dogs (2 to 12 months of age) although
it sometimes occurs in older dogs. Short baired dogs {(such as Doberwans, Pit
Bull Terriers, Dachshunds) are often affaectad, but cases do occur in long hairaed
enimals. Demodectic menge is not contaglous from dog to dog or dog to man.

Localized demodectic mange usually begins as 2 small area of hair leoss and skin
redness on the face and front legs. The areas are usuelly not itehy. The hailr
loss may spread and develop Into generalized demodectic mange, which is one of
the most severe skin diseases of dogs. The infected areas become larger and
Join to form plaques {solid elevations of skin) on the head, neck, legs, and
body. These become infected with bacteriz and large pustules may form all over
the body. When this accurs, redness, swelling, and itching are often presgent.

Yreatment congists of infecticns and surface medicacions. Anribistics are
needed in generalized infecticms., Severe cases may take months to recover and
" wome of rhem never get completely better.

SARCOPTIC MANGE {Scabies) 1z caused by a mite called Sarcoptes scahiei. This
dlseese Iz very, wvery iltchy snd is highly coatagious to other dogs., It can
alsa be transmitted to human beings. Small swellings with bloody crusts may
-gppe&r all over the body, with elbows and aer edges most commenly affacted.
Because dogs with scables are intensely itchy, violent scratezing capm cause
‘sorax and skin iofactions.

'ﬁiaguusis depeunds om histary, clinical signs, and microscopic examinatign of a
‘8kin scraping to identify the mits. |

Treatment consists of Lnjections and medicacions to relieve the itch#ﬁg and
medicated dips to kill tha mitas. In seveare case’s, LIt 13 necessary to dlip off
all the hair . Once the germeralized infection is yader control, local argeas can
ba treataed at home. It may take cna to two mooths for complete recovery.
People wnc have become infected must see their femlly docter or dermatologist
for proper medical care and advice.






