Coccidia

Coccldia are small organisms that infect dogs,
most often those in kennels, pet stores or wherever
many dogs live togelher,

How Dogs Get Coceidia

Adult coccldiain aninfected dog will pass liny
eggike organisms called “oacysts through the dog's
stool. These oocysts are accidentally ealen by your
dog. he cocysks break openin the infestine and
release new organisims which move fo the Intestinal
wdll. There these new organisms mulliply rapidly and
become either new occysts lo be passed cut again
with the skook or they relurn to another cell and mulliply.
Your infecled dog is both increasing the numbber of
inlernal cocceidia organisms and contaminaling the
environment al the same time.

Signs of Cocclidia Infectlon

Whenthey reproduce, coccldia desiroy your dog's
inlestinal cells. Some can move to the liver and bioin
and deshioy cells there,

Signs include bloody dioirhed, abdominal pain,
lisllessness, dehydrofion and weight loss. Some dogs
show no autward signs of Infection. As with all intestinal
worm infeclions, puppies aramost al risk.

How to Prevent Coccidia
To minimize the risk of coccidia infeciions:

» Clean up sfoals.

+ Consult with your veterinarian. Although no preven-
tives exist, your velerinarian can prescribe medicines
thal kili coceidia,

» Sanitize your dog's kennel or pen. I 1his is not practi-
cal, change Ihe kennel site.

* Prevent your dog from eating prey if possible, if
you're a hunler, don'Heed your dog prey scraps
unless fully cooked.

lapeworms

Tapeworms are common intestinal parasites in pels.

The most common tapewor s fransmitted 1o dogs
through fleas.

How Dogs Gel Tapeworms

Your dog becomes infecled with apeworms by
ealing fleas, or rabbits, mice, rals and olher animals
thal carry tapeworm larvae. Aduli lapeworms live in
your dog's inlesline and release segmenis filled with
eggs through the slool.

Tapewortn eggs are often consumed by fleas, mak-

ing them canters. Aninfection occurs when your dog

eals the infected lleas. The tapewornmiarvoe develop
info adulls inyour dog's Inlestine and shed more egg

segmenits.

Signs of Tapeworm Infeclion

Tapewoims initate your pet'sinlesline and reduce
food absorption. They can be passed on lohurmnans
(by aecidentally eafing an infecled flea), bul they
donl pose asignilicon! human threat.

How io Prevent Tapeworms
To minimize fapewaorm infeclions:;

» If your dog is exposed to lleas or ifil hunis oulside,
regularly look for tapewaorm segments in your dog's
stoal. In o fresh stool, Ihese segments may be alive
and moving. In older stools, or around lhe dog's
bedding, Ihey ook like grains of rice, If your dog has
fleas, he is at risk of a fapeworm problem,

+ Begin a flea-conliol programic prevenl flea-catried
lapeworminteclions. Follow a tolal flea conliol pro-
gram, Including pet sprays, dips and shampoos.
Treal indoors and out with flec products.

+ Try to prevent your dog from hunfing and ealing prey.

¢ Unfortunailely, no tapeworm prevenlives are availo-
ble. See your velerinarian about regular freatment of

your pel if you live in a flea-problem area or if your
e rorirmns ipaly

- Your Dog’s Diagnosis:

Your pethas been diagnosed with the following
internal parasites:

O Roundworms

O Hookworms

O Whipworms
O Coceidia

O fapewecrms

Immediate Trealmenti/instructions;

Future Prevention Programilnstructions:
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Roundworms

Nearly all puppigs have roundworms. In many
areas of the country, up 10 70% of agult dogs are aiso
infected.

How Dogs Get Roundworms

Infeclion usually begins when your dog acci-
dentally swallows roundworrm eggs in soil. Thesa eggs
halch into tiny worms that move from your dog's infes-
line loils liver and lungs, then back Yo the intestine
where they malure. The adulf roundworm lays eggs
thal are possed in your dog's stool 1o 1he soil.

Female dogs can also pass roundworms to their
unbor puppies or fo nuesing pups.

Signs of Roundworm infection

Lefl unireated, roundworms can cause a polbelly
anddiarthea. Vormiling, a rough coot and poos
growlh are olhet signs. Heavy infeclions domage your
dog's liver, lungs and biain. Death is possible.

Camine rounciworms sornelicnes infect people.
Humans cenhact the disease Dy louching thetr mowths
wilhhands confaminaled by roundworm eggsin the soil.

How to Preveni Roundworms
fo control raundwotms in your dog and limil your
lamily's exposure:

« Take puppies lo your velerinarian of an early age.
Fohow your velerinarian's advice on lrealment and
fotow-up visits.

* Have your vederinarian do an annual sloclest on
your dog ailter one yoor of age.

» Ask your velerinarian about daily medications that
remove parasites and reduce the risk of reintection.

« MNever feed your pet on The ground. Teed and waler
only inclean dishes.

* Always clean up your dog's slools lo reduce soil
conlaminalion,

« Wosh hands after working in dirl thal might be solled
by dogs. Insiruct children o roulinely wash their

hands gligrBigving gylide:

Hookworms

Hookworrns are finy, thread!ike parasites thal affect
puppiesand adult dogs. They are a parficular problem
In areas with warm, mols!, sandy soll.

How Dogs Gel Hookworms

The cycle begins when hookworm aggs are
passed in dog stools 1o the scll. Your dog can swallow
the young hookworms of they can penetrate ifs skin,
usually through the foct. Like roundworms, hookworms
are also passed from female dogs to their puppies.

Hookworms present a slight risk 1o humans If iarvae
(young hookworms)in the soil contact skin. Painful skin
sores can result,

Signs ol Hookworm Infeclion

Hookworms leed on blood and tissue by piercing
your dog's Inteslinal fining with looth-tike hooks. Asa
resull, hookworms can cause severe blood 10ss. As few
as 100 hookworms con kill a puppy. Dogs with heavy
infections often have bloody diairhea. Olher signs
include anemia, dehydrafion and apparent weak-
ness. Some pupples show no outward signs of
infection.

How 1o Prevent Hookworms
Yo reduce the risk of hookworms:

* Take puppies lo your veterinarian at an early age.
Follow your velerinarlan’'s advice on medicine and
lolow-up visits.

» Ask about products which help prevent hookworms.

» Provide your velerinarian with your dog's stool
somple atleast once ayear.

* Don't feed your pet on the ground. Use only cleon
food and waler dishes, To kill hookworms in your yard,
use sodium borate (10 pounds per 100 square feel),

» Clean up dog stools before they can break down in
1he soil.

» Wash hands belcreealing. This is especially impor-
lant for childien.

Whipworms

Dogs confined 1o small, oulside areas are al
highest risk of having whipworms,

How Dogs Gel Whipworms

Whipwormm infection occurs when your dog swak
lows whipworm eggs. After hatching in the small
intestine, whipwormlarvasmove tolhelarge inlestine
where they malure. Here, adult worms lay eggs which
are passed inyour dog’s siool 1e conlaminale the soil.

Signs of Whipworm Infection

Lighlinfeclions of whipworms are difficult lo diag-
nose, bul they can lead to more senous probiems.
Large numbers of whipworms irrilate the fining of your
dog's Intesline, causing weight joss and pain. Walery,
bloody stools may resull. Severe infeclions can cause
lie-threatening dehydration and anemia,

Whipworms are nol dangerous lo peopte. But once
dogs become infected, whipworms are difficull 1o
eliminale wilhout medicalion piogiams,

How 1o Prevent Whipworms
To prolect your pet from whipworms after your
velerinarian's freatment:

» | your dog returns o the same infected ground,
Irealmenls will be required every Ihree monlhs. A
new sile is prelerred.

+ l[your pet lives ina pen wilh o washable suiface,
sanidlize the area before relurmning your dog loils
quariers.

» Don'l feed your dog on 1he ground, Feed and waler
only in clean dishes.

» Ask your veterinarian for medicines that iemove and
confrol whipworms. A daily preventive program
should be slafed —both Ihrough medication and
daily cleanup of dog stools.



